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MEMORANDUM 

TO A1 1 Regional Executive Directors 

FROM The Undersecretary and Chief of Staff 

SUBJECT : CLARIFICATION ON THE SUSPENSION ON THE 
PROCESSING OF ALL REQUESTS FOR CUTTING 
PERMITS 

r 

DATE 

This pertains to the previous Mcmol-anda dated 30 April 2012 and 22 June 2012 
issued by the undersigned concerning tl-~e suspension on the processing of all requests 
for tree cutting permits, and a subsequent clarification on the said suspension, 
respectively. 

To further clarify the contents of' the above-mentioned memoranda, the following 
clarifications are made: 

1 . The cutting of planted trees within private lands shall be allowed subject tu the 
clearance to be issued by the cancel-ned Regional Executive Directol-. 

2. The cutting of planted trees within public forestltimberlands and covered by 
existing tenure instruments sllall be allo-tved provided that p clearance shall be 
issued by the concerned Regional Executive Director. Provided further that the 
cutting activity is in accordance with the pertinent plans e.g. IOP, CRMFl 
5-Year Work Plan, etc. that i s  duly approved by the Office of the 
Undersecl+etary for Field Operations. 

3. The cutting of naturally growing trees, including premium species, 'within 
private lands and those to be affected h!- land development and government 
projects, including those cleared by the Ofice of the President, shall be 
allowed subject to the clearancelper~i~it to be issued by the Office of the 
Undersecretary for Field Operations. 

4. The cutting of naturally growing trees within pub1 ic forestltitnberlands as 
provided in the exemptions under Section 2, Item 2.2 of the E.0. No. 23, read 
as follows: 

"The U E , R  is l i k e ~ . i . ~ c ~  prohibiled from issuing/reuewing twv 
cuffing p e r n ~ i l ~  in oll P I L I ~ U T M I  and residual forests mtiowi&, 
except for clcurittg of road right qf way by the DP WH, site 
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preparation for free pluntadions, silvicultur~l rreafment arzd 
similar uctivitie.~, provid~d that all 'kqs derived from the said 
cidtittg permits shall be turned over to t h ~  D E M  for proper 
dispo.~aC Tree cutling assuciated with cultural pracfices 
pursuand to the I~digenorrs Peoples Riglr ts Act (IPRA Law) 
may be alkowed only subject to strict compIiance with aisting 
guidelin~s of the DENR " 

and those stiptilated in the Memorandum from the Ot'ficz of the Executive 
Secretaq dated 20 October 301 1 (as enumerated below), including those 
cleared by the Office of the President. sllnll be allowed subject to the 
clearancelpermit to he issued by the Office of the LJndersecretary for Field 
Operations. 

a. Renewable energy projects such as geothermal, hydrothermal, 
dendrothr~mal. solar, and wind projects; 

b. Consiructiot~ of transmission lines, telecc>~~~~~~unications sites, sub- 
station sites, and other power generation projects, including 
maintenance activities on existing lines; 

c. Road right of way, rehabilitationlwidening of roads, airstrips, and other 
infrastructure projects undertaken by government entities through 
privatc contractors; 

d. Trees in public and private places that pose danger to the human lives 
andlor properties as evaluated by the DENR; 

e. Mining operations w it11 approved Environmental Protection and 
Enhancement Program (EPEP) for the construction of mining 
facilities and conduct of mineral explorationlextraction; and 

f. Other priat.i~y activities o f  government and government-approved 
projects and programs approved and certified as a priority project by 
the President. 

FOR STRICT COMPLIANCE. 

CC: 'l'he Undersecretary for I'ielJ C>pmlations 
Thc Il~~dct.sccretary for Staff Bureau 




